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This  article on MM Horse Farms is the first of a series of interviews/articles for the USMMA about the history of importation of 
the Mangalarga Marchador to this country.  The purpose of this project is to take a snap shot  of what lines of Marchadors were 
imported, the names of the initial foundation stock and to trace the dispersion of their progeny in the U.S. and Canada.  This 
will give us a baseline as of 2010 for our breed.    
 

The breeding of Mangalarga Marchadors in the U.S. began in 1992 with the importation of  the first 
Mangalarga Marchadors to the United States and the establishment of the first Marchador breeding 
farm, MM Horse Farms. 
 
MM Horse Farms, “de Miami”, was founded by two Brazilian men, Lucas Guerrra and Gabriel 
Andrade.  This Partnership was established with the goal of introducing the Mangalarga Marchador 
breed to the United States.  Both men have rural backgrounds in their native country.  The Guerra 
family raised cattle for meat and the Andrade family not only owns a large Mangalarga Marchador 
breeding farm, Fazenda Calciolandia, are also cattle farmers.  It was the ideal partnership.  Mr. 
Guerra was already living in Miami, Florida and Mr. Andrade in Belo Horizonte, Brazil. 
 
The agreement was mutual between both parties.  They loved the breed and believed the Picada gait 
was ideal for the American public.  With that in mind, they selected Marcha Picada mares and 
stallions with great gait, size, and beauty  to be the foundation of their breeding program. (Picada 
pronounced like the sauce.) 
 
The first horses arrived in Florida in 1992.  They landed in Miami, just in time to experience 
Hurricane Andrew.  All the horse were fine with no damage to the property. 

 
Soon after their arrival, the horses were relocated to Ocala, Florida .  Some years later, the horses 
once again were moved back to Miami. 
 
The first shipment was two containers (6 horses) which included two mares: Verbena da 
Calciolandia, and Formosa do Crocoto, two foals: Folha da Calciolandia, and Gracioso da 
Calciolandia, and two stallions Alecrim da Calciolandia and Supremo de Malta.  The second 
shipment was one container loaded with three stallions of which only Tiguara Hipus was able to 
stay.  The others had to be returned to Brazil because they did not pass the quarantine in Miami.  
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Tiguara Hipus, a stallion of the Herdade family, became the main stallion used for the breeding 
program of  MM Horse Farms. (Herdade pronounced Her Da Je)   Hipus was a grandson of the great 
stallion, Herdade Cadillac. 
 

  
Verbena da Calciolandia, palomino mare at age 20, now deceased.                                        Alecrim da Calciolandia 
 

   
Tiguara Hipus, deceased.  Photo copyright Oklahoma State 1997.       Folha da Calciolandia, now 18.   
 
Many years later, the Guerra family also brought a container with three paint  (pampa) horses of the 
Campolina breed and Mangolina (cross between Mangalarga Marchador and Campolina).   In 2004, 
they brought in a Mangalarga Marchador stallion, Rubaia da Palmeira.  But tragically, they lost their 
last breeding mare, Ciranda de Miami.  As of today, the only horses left are the two paints and Rubaia 
da Palmeira , now a gelding. 
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Rubaia da Palmeira, the last import in 2004.     Formosa do Crocoto, the grande dame of US Marchador horses. 
 
Out of the horses that were imported, Verbena, Supremo and Hipus are deceased. Gracioso da 
Calciolandia was gelded and sold in the mid-90s.  Alecrim was gelded some years ago and was sold 
in Florida.  Of the original mares two remain today: Formosa do Crocoto and Folha da Calciolandia.  
Formosa do Crocoto , now 28 years of age, is the  Grande Dame of  U.S. Marchadors  and  the major 
foundation mare for Marchadors here having had  eleven foals.  She resides at Haras Lucero in 
Tennessee with Bill and Sandy Kambic .    Folha da Calciolandia currently resides at Tesouro 
Mangalarga Marchadors with Pat Snyder in Ohio. 
 
MM Horse Farms, as the first foundation farm of Marchadors for the U.S., has had a significant 
impact on the breed.  Many of their horses came from Fazenda Calciolandia of Brazil.  Calciolandia 
has specialized in smooth Picada gaited horses for decades even when the gait was unpopular and not 
allowed in the show ring.  Their breeding program relies on strong Herdade roots often mixed with 
Passa Tempo, and occasional introductions of the other bloodlines such as Angai or Tabatinga.  
Gabriel Andrade is still a breeder and was a major exhibitor at Brazil’s 2009 National show. 
 
The Calciolandia horses are very beautiful with wonderful heads and expressive eyes and are very 
smooth.  Most horses are bay, chestnut and palomino.  The main stallions used were the Herdade 
Family greats: Cadillac, Capricho, Tirol, and Gas Cardeal .  The Passa Tempo stallions were Zum 
Zum and Segundo Rio Verde. 
 
Herdade blood now flows through MM Horse Farms “de Miami” offspring in the U.S. 
Alecrim da Calciolandia foals  

• (x Formosa) Apple Pie de Miami-mare- at Haras Lucero, TN 
• (x Verbena) American Boy de Miami, gelding – at Haras Lucero, TN 

Tiguara Hipus foals: 
• (x Verbena) Batuque de Miami, stud-CA;  
• (x Formosa) Bom Bom de Miami, gelding with Irene Howcroft, NM 
• (x Formosa) Bossa Nova de Miami, mare – at Summerwind Marchadors, AZ 
• (x Verbena) Chanel de Miami-mare- at Summerwind Marchadors, AZ 
• (x Formosa) Cigana de Miami – mare – at Lusonatica, FL 
• (x Folha) Ciranda de Miami – mare, MM Horse Farms, deceased 
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• (x Formosa) Desafio de Miami, stud, now gelded – at Haras Lucero, TN 
 
MM Horse Farms lost their beloved Hipus and several more Marchador horses in a tragic barn fire.  
But Verbena and Ciranda were bred to produce 2 more “de Miami” Marchadors before they passed 
away:  Feitico de Miami, stud at Lusonatica, FL and Guarani de Miami, a gelding with Jessica 
Blischke, CA. 
 

 
Ciranda de Miami, became Cris Guerra’s favorite mare. 
 
In addition to the progeny directly from Calciolandia, MM Horse Farms, “de Miami”, has left a 
legacy of many, many fine Marchadors throughout the U.S in with the next generations.  Formosa do 
Crocoto was sold and produced five additional foals.  All in all, the Guerras imported 8 horses, 
produced 11 “de Miami” horses, and these imported and  “de Miami” horses produced 35 sons and 
daughters and 25 grandsons and granddaughters spread across 13 states (so far!)  Quite a contribution 
to the Mangalarga Marchador breed here! 
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To learn more about the Herdade family,  here is an excerpt from the article by Brazilian Horse 
Historian , Ricardo Casiuch on “ Mangalarga Marchador  Bloodlines”. The excerpt tells of the 
Herdade Bloodline, the major family of MM Horse Farms.    
  
Herdade  
Began by Mr. José de Andrade Reis at Simão Pereira (MG)..  Herdade horses possess excellent 
and smooth gaits.  Today they are more close to a center marcha.  Well balanced in terms of 
morphology.   Most frequent colors: chestnut, bay, and grey 
  
Historic stallions: Cadillac, Jupiá, Capricho, Prateado, Cobalto, Cosmos, Cobre. 

   

Top: Herdade Cadillac (1958-1989) by Seta Caxias x Herdade Alteza   
Bottom: Herdade Jupiá by Herdade Ouro Preto x Herdade Alteza 
 
 


